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•

In 1885 CHRISTIAN SCIENCE IS INTRODUCED TO
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

• In that year Mrs. Caroline Bradley Bates is healed of terminal
cancer by reading Science and Health with Key to the
Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy “after reading two or three
pages” she said.

CAROLINE BATES

• 1886 Mrs M. H. Burgess, CS, [Sent by Mrs Eddy from Boston] living at

Academy of Christian Science apartment 50 of The Durston Apartments,
issues leaflets entitled “Cases Given up by Physicians” calling for all
“incurables” who want to be healed; Miss Ellen E. Cross, CSD, of
Vermont [also sent by Mrs Eddy] arrives to set up healing practice.

• 1887 They receive New

York State Charter for
The Academy of
Christian Science; Miss
Cross is Principal of the
Academy; they meet in
the Bates’ home at 102
Lincoln Park Drive.

• In January, Mr. and

Mrs. Edward P. Bates,
with her mother and
medical doctor father,
Dr. and Mrs. Bradley,
are taught by Mrs.
Eddy in Primary Class;
Caroline’s parents
return to New Haven,
Connecticut, to open a
Christian Science
Church and practice
there.

EDWARD P. BATES

An Interesting LANDMARK
From the July 1896 issue of
The Christian Science Journal

HOME OF EDWARD P. BATES 102 LINCOLN
PARK DRIVE

At the corner of Oak and Robinson streets and
just facing Green street is a small wooden
dwelling that was once the residence of one of the
early settlers. The present occupants are Mr. and
Mrs. Edward P. Bates who have fitted up the
interior in a very comfortable manner and who
take great pleasure in the beautiful views afforded
by the surrounding landscape.

Since Mr. Bates purchased the property the old farm house has been enlarged till it now consists
of nine rooms, including the conservatory. The sills and floor were constructed of hewn timber,
and the sleepers under the floor were made of round timbers, hewn on the top surface only. The
frame work was made of two inch plank, set upright, with laths plastered on the inside and with
clapboards on the outside. This is the only house of that construction in the city. The old
mahogany furniture with its accompanying old-fashioned wood fireplace, together with the many
modern artistic furnishings, makes this old landmark a very cosy residence.
Not only is this house a reminder of the past but it has historic interest as the birthplace of
Christian Science in this part of the State. In this house the first patient in Christian Science was
healed in Syracuse or anywhere in this vicinity. Mrs. Bates had been suffering for several years
from various complications which several learned men of the medical fraternity had pronounced
incurable. Mrs. Bates procured the textbook written by the Rev. Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of
Christian Science. This textbook was entitled Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures.
After reading this valuable book she was immediately healed. This occurred in November, 1885.
Mrs. Bates went to Boston where she studied under Mrs. Eddy that she might learn how it was
that she was thus healed. She became a convert to this new science; and from her miraculous
cure many others studied this science, believed and were cured of their infirmities. This was the
beginning of Christian Science in Syracuse and surrounding cities. —Syracuse Sunday Times.

102 LINCOLN PARK DRIVE TODAY

• 1888 The group meets in the hall at Old County Clerks Oﬃce
on corner of Willow and North Salina Streets.

• 1889 Organize as Incorporated by New York State as First

Church of Christ, Scientist, Syracuse, New York; first service at
10.30 a.m. on May 12th at the four-story clapboard Greyhound
Hall, North Warren and James Streets, Sunday school 12
noon. Prayer and praise meeting Wednesday evenings,
at 8 p.m. in room 9; install the Christian Science Dispensary
Association and Reading Room; 12 original members increase
to 40.

OLD GREYHOUND HOTEL ONE OF SEVERAL LOCATIONS
WHERE FIRST CHURCH WORSHIPPED

• 1890 As directed by the Mother Church in Boston, dismiss

church choir; begin Christian Science Quarterly Bible Lessons;
begin Sunday School.

• 1891 Rent 704 East Fayette Street, old colonial home of R. B.
True.

704 EAST FAYETTE STREET HOME OF R.B. TRUE

• 1894; The Bates attend Normal Class in Boston with Mrs. Eddy to

become Christian Science Doctorates [CSDs]; Miss Cross leaves for
Baltimore, Maryland, under direction of Mrs. Eddy

MOTHER CHURCH
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

• 1895 Edward Bates supervises for Mrs Eddy the erection of the original

Mother Church in Boston; Caroline Bates twice climbs the snow-and-ice
covered 120 foot pinnacle of the unfinished edifice on two wobbly
lashed-together ladders to inspire workers [for four hours] to complete
the building work. She also arranges for a derrick to lift the heavy iron
trusses for the roof on time for the first day opening; and she designs a
sunburst skylight for the main auditorium to overcome an architectural
design flaw. [see LONG YEAR HISTORICAL SOCIETY newsletter VOL. 23, NO. 2 1986 in
appendix.]

• 1896 The original Mother Church of the First Church of Christ, Scientist,

THE ORIGINAL MOTHER CHURCH IN BOSTON
WHICH THE BATES HELPED TO BUILD

Boston, Massachusetts opens for services.

• 1898 Purchase 704 East Fayette Street Building; receive from Mrs Eddy

the Concord New Hampshire Christian Science Meeting Room $1300.00
“Vocalion” organ; this church now seats 100.

• 1899 Incorporate as First Church of Christ, Scientist, Syracuse, New
York.

• 1904 Enlarge 704 East Fayette Street Building to seat 400 with Reading
Room; dedicated to be a ”building in which to learn how to be men and
women whom God created us to be.” Charles I. Ohrenstein, member.

• 1910 Purchase lot at 728 East Genesee Street;
• 1910 Mary Baker Eddy passes on.

• 1914 Charles I. Ohrenstein, CSB, 722 Ackerman Avenue, Syracuse,
New York, is elected a member of The Christian Science Board of
Lectureship. [when he became a Christian Science Teacher, is not
recorded]

• 1921 Break ground at 728 East Genesee Street; lay cornerstone; build
brick structure in the style of the Roman Pantheon [Neo-classical
Revival Style, Gordon A. Wright, architect of Messina N.Y.],

•
• Highlights are an auditorium seating 1000, Clerk’s oﬃce, Sunday

School room, committee room, have separate rooms each for soloist,
organist, First and Second Readers, Board of Trustees room, ushers
room and a cloak room for attendees, full cellar and accessible attic.

THE NEW CHURCH AT 728 EAST GENESEE STREET

EAST SIDE

WEST SIDE

READERS VIEW OF AUDITORIUM
THAT SEATED 1000

MAIN FOYER

WEDGEWOOD BLUE CEILING OF AUDITORIUM

AUDITORIUM PEWS

•1923 Hold

services using
piano until
organ arrives;
total cost of
new building
with the new
Skinner Pipe
Organ installed
$250,000.00;
sell 704 East
Fayette Street
Building to
Little Theatre
Corporation.

ORGAN KEYBOARD OF OPUS 669
3 MANUAL,
31 STOPS, 40 REGISTERS,
36 RANKS, 2,431 PIPES SKINNER ORGAN.

READER’S DESK WITH ORGAN PIPES
BEHIND THE CURTAINS

ONE OF FOUR WEST SIDE WINDOWS
[REPEATED ON EAST SIDE]

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ROOM

1928 Charles I. Ohrenstein, CSB, a member of The Christian
Science Board of Lectureship, retires from the Lectureship Board
after fourteen years to be a full time Teacher of Christian
Science ; his lectures included: Christian Science: The Basis of
Right Thinking, Christian Science: The Divine Declaration of
Independence, Christian Science: The Knowledge of Salvation,
Christian Science: The Science of Well-Being, Christian Science:
The True Business Education, Christian Science: The Way to the
True Kingdom, Lecture on Christian Science, Title Unknown (1),
Lecture on Christian Science, Title Unknown (2).

• 1933 Purchase Ironman-Stoker upgrade to improve fueling of
anthracite coal furnace.

ONE OF FOUR 8-10 FOOT WIDE AUDITORIUM CHANDELIERS
[EACH COULD BE LOWERED FOR CLEANING]

• 1935 Dedication728 East Genesee St 29 Dec1945 debt-free.

• 1940 Purchase apartment building to immediate west of the
Church.

• 1946 Send War Relief packages to Europe monthly for two
years.

• 1947 Major Chauncey Whitney Sampsell, Syracuse, New York,
is first listed in the Christian Science Journal as CSB [Christian
Science Teacher]; he also lectured on Christian Science; his
one lecture was titled Christian Science: The Science of
Spiritual Healing;

• 1947 install gas-fired boiler $4435.00 [with a major reduction of
coal dust in the building].

• 1948 Insulate ceiling of auditorium.
• 1949 Demolish apartment building to build new Sunday School
and Nursery building $65,000.00; Sunday School classes
move in.

• 1954 Purchase adjoining property at 529 Cedar Street.
• 1956 Purchase adjoining property at 527 Cedar Street.
• 1959 Purchase adjoining property at 406-408 Foreman
Avenue.

• 1960 Purchase adjoining property at 718 East Jeﬀerson Street;
spend $19,000.00 to renovate auditorium.

• 1961 Purchase adjoining property at 523 and 525 Cedar
Streets.

• 1964 Remove all houses, fence in and pave parking lot to
accommodate 57 cars.

• 1965 Install wrought iron fencing with tree landscaping around
front entrance.

• 1966 Celebrate 100th Anniversary of Christian Science with
open house and displays.

• 1967 Sponsor twenty Sunday School Students’ travel to

Biennial Christian Science Meetings in Boston; update church
fire safety $9.000.00; remove large oriental tapestries insulating
auditorium windows.

ONE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSROOM

SUNDAY SCHOOL PODIUM

• 1970s Ceiling plaster and paintwork begin to deteriorate slowly
because of hidden roof leaks; membership handiwork on
ceiling is unsuccessful.

• 1977 Burton Robert Lester, Syracuse, New York is first listed as
CSB [Christian Science Teacher] in the Christian Science
Journal.

• 1984 Mrs. Dorothy Schubert Matthews, Syracuse, New York, is
first listed as CSB in the Christian Science Journal.

• 1987 Replace leaking copper roof $50,000.00; upgrade

electrical installations; paint the auditorium and ceiling decor;
repair the organ bellows; replace large window panes with
original color; Heuber Breuer Construction Co Inc, Henry
Crouch Jr., project manager; total $181,000.00.

• 1990s Congregation begins to dwindle as does City population;
major Corporations leave the State, including Chrysler, General
Motors, and General Electric; set up Church Budget
Committee; hire Dermody, Burke & Brown, CPAs, LLC (DB&B)
to invest holdings; move Reading Room to The Galleries 441
South Salina Street.

•
•
•

THE GALLERIES, ONE-TIME SITE OF CHURCH READING ROOM

• 2002 Sell Church building to Syracuse Police Federal Credit
Union $596,000;

• 2002 Receive donation of Second Church of Christ Scientist,

Syracuse, New York, building at 3827 East Genesee Street and
relocate there; invite Second Church members to apply for
membership.

5827 EAST GENESEE STREET CHURCH

• 2003 Reroof Auditorium of 3827 East Genesee; upgrade

curbside sign to reflect new First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Syracuse, New York, designation; DD&B continues as money
managers; hire Michael Grimm landscapers to plow snow and
to mow lawn annually; pave parking lot

• 2007 Explore new venues for Reading Room; DD&B becomes
Blue Ocean Strategic Capital, LLC and continues as money
managers.

• 2008 Move Reading Room from The Galleries 441 Salina Street
into 3827 East Genesee Street Church edifice.

• 2010 Install new carpet in Sunday School.
• 2011 Reseal parking lot
• 2012 Install four new ceiling fans in Reader’s Rooms area; join

InterFaith Works of Syracuse as faith member; begin the Church
webpage ChristianScienceSyracuse.com on internet; place
visitor sign-in book in foyer; reorganize the tool shed with tool
racks; renew contribution to the Mother Church $300.00

• 2013 Klepper, Hahn & Hyatt —structural engineering •

landscape architecture • building envelope systems — after
Special Committee research: rebuild concrete front steps; reshingle roof and adds some insulation to building; receive
donation of air-conditioning window unit for Sunday School;
repaint several rooms and foyer; install large full-wall bulletin
board in foyer; accept Kevin Vanderburg, recommended by
Blue Ocean, as financial advisor Apogee Investment
Management; install gold letters God is Love on podium.

• 2015 Paint Healing Tree on homosote panel and invite

members to attach a leaf for each significant healing in which
they were involved; install the panel in foyer; many healing
leaves are attached; repaint exterior of Church, upgrade failing
trim and window frames $12,000.00.

THE HEALING TREE WITH SOME OF THE YOUNGER CONTRIBUTORS

• 2017 Receive gift of air-conditioner for Sunday School from

visiting Matthews Association; install “Small Library” display of
Christian Science Literature at curbside; plant gift of multistemmed River Birch tree from the Simone Montgomerys
outside Reading Room windows; aﬃx large white letters First
Church of Christ, Scientist to foyer windows visible from East
Genesee Street to compliment similar letters God is Love on
the Reading Room windows displayed earlier; move successful
Healing Tree to Sunday School

•
• 2018 Install new locks and deadbolts on all outdoor entries

after some break-ins; install new Sunday School carpet
squares; repair Sunday School exit door railing; anonymous
donor oﬀers $10,000.00 if an electronic street sign can be
bought, installed, and maintained by members to spread our
message of Love; return Healing Tree to main foyer.

To-day there is hardly a city, village, or hamlet, in which are not to be found living
witnesses and monuments to the virtue and power of Truth, as applied through this
Christian system of healing disease.
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, page 149, line 31)
To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal
Science, instead of a phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of the
gospel of “on earth peace, good-will toward men.”
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, page 150 lines
4-8)

Appendix

Articles of Association
We, the undersigned being of full age and members of the Church, congregation or religious society
herein mentioned and described do certify as follows.That on the 12th day of May 1889 at 12 o’clock
noon at Greyhound Hall in the City of Syracuse, County of Onondaga and State of New York the
persons being of full age belonging to the Church congregation or religious society known as the
“Syracuse Church of Christ, Scientist” worshipping in the building edifice known as Greyhound Hall
on Warren Street in the City of Syracuse met at the aforesaid place of public worship notice, which paid
notice was and is in the words and figures following to wit: Notice of the Election of Trustees of the
Syracuse Church of Christ Scientist. April 14th 1889. To all whom it may concern Please take notice that
on the 12th day of May 1889 at 2 o’clock, noon, at GreyHound Hall in the City of Syracuse, N.Y there
will be a meeting of this society, congregation, or church to transact all affairs relative to the
temporalities thereof, and also to transact such other business as may come before said meeting; and
that all persons of full age who have belatedly worshipped with this society, congregation, or church, or
have formerly been considered as belonging thereto, are respectfully requested to be present at such
meeting and participate in the election and we do further certify that on the said 12th day of May 1889
at 12 o’clock noon at Greyhound Hall in the city of Syracuse, aforesaid Edward P. Bates and Royal E.
Fox the undersigned and nominated by majority of the members present to preside at the election
named in said notice and to receive votes of the election then and there assembled for the purpose of
such election, pursuant to said notice and to be the officers to return the names of the persons whereby
the majority of voices should be elected to serve as Trustees for said Church. We do further verify that
said church, its members and every person who has staidly worshipped with said church or has
formerly been considered as belonging thereto, we duly notified of such election by the publicly
receiving of said notice twice and on two different Sabbaths noun which said Church and the members
thereof did stately meet for public worship at the said Greyhound Hall by Edward P. Bates a member of
said Church and the stated preacher and a hearer therein. That the notice of the said election was
publicly given as aforesaid more than fifteen days preceding such election. And further certify at the
time and place aforesaid a plurality of voices of the persons of full age then and there assembled in
pursuance of said notice, Edward P Bates, Royal E Fox and Harmon B Ransier were then and there
elected as trustees of said church cooperative, and the said persons did then and there also determine
by the like plurality of voices that the said trustees and their successors shall hereafter be called and
known by the name or title of “Syracuse Church of Christ, Scientist”. In witness whereof we have
hereunto set our hands and our seals this 12th day of May 1889. Edward P Bates /ls/ R E Fox /ls/State of
New York Onondaga. On this 5th day of June 1889 before me personally Edward P Bates and Royal E
Fox to me known to be the persons described in and who executed the foregoing certificate and
severally acknowledged the execution thereof /ls/J N Ames Notary Public Onondaga County NY…….

Recorded June 7 1889 at 3:00 P.M. Geo G Cotten, Clerk

They answered the call:
Edward and Caroline Bates
From the December 1990 issue of The Christian Science Journal

Anticipating her own death after years of illness and suffering, Caroline Bates wanted to give her
husband, Edward, a memento of her love. She went to a nearby city to have a portrait made of
herself. There she met a friend who gave her a copy of Science and Health by Mrs. Eddy.
Reading just two or three pages, Caroline said she "caught the idea of non-intelligent matter" and
was healed on the spot.1
Soon her husband, a prominent businessman in Syracuse, New York, was also cured of
deteriorating health. The couple entered both Mrs. Eddy's Primary and Normal classes in 1887
because they were determined to learn as fast as possible about the Science that had healed them.
Two years later Edward Bates was appointed to the Publication Committee of The Christian
Science Publishing Society, which was responsible for publishing and selling the Journal and
other Science literature. Mr. Bates stood firm as a key policymaker during the Journal's turbulent
adolescent years. Thanks to his persistent efforts, Oxford India paper was obtained for the
printing of Science and Health.2 Here was a worker who could get things done.
A self-made man, Edward Bates was the stuff of Horatio Alger fame. At seventeen he
apprenticed in a machine shop, where he learned to assemble and operate a locomotive. Later,
after joining a firm that built and sold heating equipment, he bought out the owner.
Mrs. Eddy welcomed what her pupil's business skills could accomplish for her Church. But the
Founder of Christian Science knew that, to be truly successful, achievement had to be impelled
by a power greater than mere human enterprise. She once wrote to Mr. Bates, "It is a rest for me
to transact business with you who are a business man, and I trust, governed in it by a business
God."3
A notable testing of her trust occurred during the building of The Mother Church. The Christian
Science Board of Directors was under strict instructions from Mrs. Eddy to complete the task by
the end of 1894. As contractor for the heating and ventilation of the Church, Mr. Bates had
finished his plans in July. By November, however, construction had fallen desperately behind
schedule. Seizing the initiative, Mr. Bates volunteered his services. The Directors immediately

accepted, putting him in overall charge of the work just seven weeks before the Church was to
open.
Church (Boston: The Christian Science Publishing Society, 1980), p. 28 .↑ 5 Mr. Bates letter to Mrs. Eddy,
February 7, 1898, Archives.↑ 6 Edward P. Bates reminiscences, p. 58, Archives.↑ 7 Ibid., P. 54, Archives.↑ 8 See
Pulpit and Press 9:9–15 .↑ 9 Mr. Bates letter to Mrs. Eddy, September 6, 1895, Archives .↑ 10 Mr. Bates letter to
Mr. Eddy, June 11, 1900, Archives. Mr. Bates's reference to the ability of members to work together doubtless
applied to First Members (see Mrs. Eddy's Manual of The Mother Church, P. 18).↑ 11 Mrs. Eddy letter to Mr.
Bates, June 12, 1900, Archives (L08206) .↑ 12 Mrs. Eddy letter to Mrs. Bates, March 15, 1895, Archives (L082

The situation looked hopeless. The roof and windows hadn't been installed, and instead of a
mosaic floor, snow and ice covered the ground. But Edward and Caroline Bates were undaunted.
According to one Director, they brought with them "fresh idea as well as new courage."4
Mrs. Bates showed the caliber of her courage when twice, in order to settle labor disputes, she
climbed up three twenty-five-foot ladders, set on loose planks inside the tower wall. From that
precarious spot she negotiated one time for three hours in the wintry wind before climbing down,
triumphant.
For his part, Mr. Bates supervised as many as two hundred men working at twenty trades.
"Miracles" became common occurrences. The same day the contractor said it would take twelve
weeks to finish the plastering, the job was done in twelve hours.5 Work raced to the deadline.
Then, as if orchestrated by a single conductor, all the tradesmen finished their tasks at the same
moment, "walking by unanimous consent to put away their tools."6
Convinced that The Mother Church was the result of Mrs. Eddy's prayerful demonstration, Mr.
Bates affirmed, "... our whole duty was to obey; when we did obey the work progressed rapidly."7
In her dedicatory sermon Mrs. Eddy paid special tribute to the indomitable Bateses.8
Appointed to the Board of Directors, and later to the Board of Trustees of the newly incorporated
Publishing Society, Mr. Bates in each instance left office after only a few months. He admitted to
Mrs. Eddy, "I have ability in certain directions ... but in other lines I seem to be lacking."9 Over
the years Mrs. Eddy would urge her "take charge" student to express more love, patience, and
peace toward his co-workers.
In 1900, while serving his second of three terms as President of The Mother Church, Mr. Bates
could report to Mrs. Eddy that, by general consensus, there was a growing spirit of love among
Christian Scientists in Boston. He added, "Each is willing to see his brother at his best."10
She wrote back: "Your dear letter goes right to the spot. ... The motto of the 'Sentinel' that I
caused to be put there is being interpreted. Whenever, as President of my Church, you see any
sign of relapse ... demand for me that they renew their watch."11
Mrs. Eddy always retained the love and gratitude she expressed to Caroline Bates in 1895:
"What you and your husband have done for our Cause is historic."12
Caroline S. Bates reminiscences, p. 1, Archives and Library of The Mother Church .↑ 2 See William Dana Orcutt, Mary Baker
Eddy and Her Books (Boston: The Christian Science Publishing Society, 1950), pp. 62–64.↑ 3 Mrs. Eddy letter to Mr. Bates,
September 6, 1894, Archives (L08164) .↑ 4 Quoted in Building of The Mother
1

